NEW YORK 50 Years of stories at the

TRANSIT New York Transit
MUSEUM Museum

Founded in 1976 as part of America’s
Bicentennial, the New York Transit Museum
began as a temporary exhibition proposed by
NYC Transit employees. Housed in a
decommissioned 1936 subway station in
Brooklyn, the exhibition was meant to last only a
few months but became the largest museum in
North America dedicated to mass transit and a
beloved cultural institution. Today, it connects
New Yorkers and visitors alike to transit history
through exhibitions, educational programs, and
one-of-a-kind experiences.




A Big Year for Birthdays!

AMERICA

250

America 1776-2026

Court Street Station
The New York Transit

1936-2026
Museum 1976-2026
5 Yoars.
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Bodies that oversaw transit construction contracts/materials inspection & testing:
Board of Rapid Transit Railroad Commissioners/ Rapid Transit Board 1900-1906
Public Service Commission for the First District (PSC) 1907-1923

Also oversaw transit operations:

Board of Transportation (BOT) 1924-1953
New York City Transit Authority (NYCTA) 1953-1968
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) 1968-present

Predecessor transit operators:
Interborough Rapid Transit Company (IRT) - today's number lines 1-7

Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company (BRT) / Brooklyn Manhattan Transit Corporation (BMT) - today's
letter lines J-Z

Independent Subway System (IND) - todays letter lines A-G
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Station Guide New York City Transit System Ind. Division, 1946, 2004.19.37, Map collection,
New York Transit Museum
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[World's Fair cars at Corona Yard], 1965, 2012.18.17, Long Island Rail
Road Collection, New York Transit Museum

“This is our heritage. We have to
remember that these cars were built
for lines going into wilderness. They
were integral to the development of
New York City.”
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“Enter Laughing”, Directed by Carl Reiner
Movie poster, 1967

Lo-V Subway Car
#4902, 1917
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[Subway Car #8019,
BMT Brighton Line,
Coney Island Yard,
Brooklyn, NY], 1949,
2004.20.11.102,
Lundin Collection,
New York Transit
Museum

[The New York City Transit Exhibition], 7/9/1976, 2005.48.919,
NYCTA Photographic Unit Collection, New York Transit
Museum
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Old City Hall Station platform

Architectural
renderings, ca.
1990s
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“The subway system — the steel threads that built New
York — is a fascinating chapter in our city’s history and in
the history of American railroading. It is quite fitting that
we unveil this exhibit at a time when our thoughts go back
to our nation’s past.” David L. Yunich (Chair &CEO of
MTA)

[Nedick’s],7/8/1976, 2005.48.909, NYCTA Photograph Unit

‘ Collection, New York Transit Museum
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“Catch
all the trains
you missed"”

[Sneak peek of
the New York City

Public Transit
Exhibit], 1976,
2025.29.2.31.71 Z/W

6, New York T
Transit Museum NEW YORK

[Turnstiles], 7/9/1976, 2005.48.918, NYCTA Photograph Unit Collection, New York : TRANSIT
; Collection
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Nostalgia Rides on the Vintage Fleet

Parade of Trains,

Brighton Beach, so
2019
Yoars.

oy & NEW YORK
[D-Type Triplex 6019], 5/9/1976, 2016.12.1.2.6, Ralph Curcio TRANSIT

Slide Collection, New York Transit Museum | MUSEUM




The 200th R-46 had
stars and stripes
livery, 8/8/1976,
2016.12.1.40.16,
e Ralph Curcio Slide
g Sy Collection, New
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Ode to the Orange Seats Exhibit, 2026 Artist Danny
Cortes and MTA Chairman, Janno Lieber, photos
courtesy Argenis Apolinaro
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Students enjoying the BMT triplex, ca. 1980s @

Christine Motley from the Bronx, was the 100,000t %Xﬁ%ﬁ
MUSEUM

visitor to the Museum in June 1977




New York Transit Museum Store — Holiday Train

Show, GCT, 2025, Photo courtesy Filip Wolak
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Bus Festival, 1992, “Betsy” @
Ypars

‘Save the Transit Museum’ Poster, 1991,
NEW YORK
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New York Transit Museum Collection
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The New York Transit Museum today:

bars of S
NEW YORK
TRANSIT

MUSEUM

The Museum gladly received 694,000 visitors in
2025, a 13% increase over 2024, and ison track to
exceed that numberin 2026.

We welcome visitors from all 5 boroughs, all 50
states, and around the world to celebrate transit
history and culture

In 2025, 90,000+ people met up with friends, and
made new ones, at our beloved community events
such as our annual Bus Festival and Holiday
Nostalgia Rides

Annually, 1,500 people visited Old City Hall Station
on Member Only tours - Tickets sell out in minutes!
The Museum holds over 5,000 linear feet of
manuscripts, photographs and other ephemera in
our collection

The Museum has over 15,000 objects in our
collection, including more than 25 buses and 75
subway cars

In 2024, the Transit Museum’s exhibit, The Subway
Is..., was awarded Best Exhibition of the Year by
Time Out New York

Digital marketing efforts reached more than 25
million people online in 2024, bringing stories of
transit history and progress to audiences around
the world.
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33rd Street station terra cotta ornamentation, 1904,
1999.2.1, Object & Artifact Collection, New York Transit
Museum

Photograph by David Lubarsky, Eagle Mosaic: 33rd
Street Station (IRT East Side Line), ca. 1990s,
1994.21.1, New York Transit Museum Collection

71stRegiment Armory, 33 St, NYPL Collection

Terra cotta eagle reproduction, 1994, 1999.23.2,
Object & artifact Collection, New York Transit
Museun
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[S.W. cor. 41st St. + Park Ave.], 1/27/1902, [#55-7 Park Ave ]
R1S5A_1558, Subway Construction Photograph 3/21/1902, R183—.1699’
Collection, New York Transit Museum Subway Constructlgn
Photograph Collection, New ?eww
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The advantages of a Suspension Railway are so numerous and so apparent from the
illustration shown below that a lengthy enumeration of them in this circular would be out

of place.
One of the greatest advantages of this system is Absolute Safety. The track i( " trucks

THE TIGERMAN SUSPENSION RA/LWAYS COMPANY

[Tigerman Suspension Railway proposal], 1925, XX.2024.1.5, Board
of Transportation Collection, New York Transit Museum

sogre,
buildings would be
stores, lofts, ware-rooms, otc.
ving and’distributing freignt
adaptable for airplane landings. The

Spesdway, on converted "L" structure, with "ocross-
ov " offers new v

tions of great capaoity., This new Gombinati

& new and ved sorvice. A "local staj

ed in left background. Low side door ;
nd de1 are

No. 40. Indicating how, in effect, the Airway releases the “L" structure for
vehicular use, and thus, with noise and vibration eliminated, raises, and stabilizes,

the values of adjoining property.
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Blue-Line Rulletin of Importan
OVERHEAD RAILWAY

Patent 1,549,625

It seems too
good to be true,
considering the
tough conditions of
transportation in
New York city and
elsewhere that
those conditions
can be overcome and
abundant transpor-
tation provided at
comparatively small
expense and with
‘great convenience

omfort

- and comfort,
B But it is true
and more.

The ‘xlnenger
enjoys the prlﬂlor of riding in the open air, with short
stairways, and perfectly safe croasings with very little
interferente with the systems at tne present time,

This invention provides for an elevated structure
which shall extend from one side of the street to the
other. The frame in which each car is swung carries a
number of whoels which are commected with motors that re-
ceive their current from third rails. The outer tracks
are intended for local traffic and the inner tracks for
express trains, Landing platforms are provided for the
different tracks and are associated with elevated side-
welks that may extend throughout the system if desired and
may permit the establishment of stores along the seoond
stories of the buildings as well as on the ground floors.
This construction is comparatively inexpensive and will
provide transportation without interfering with the other
uses of the street.

[Airways Proposal], Robert Lafferty, 1927, XX.2024.1.8.13, Board of
Transportation Collection, New York Transit Museum

[Overhead Railway proposal],
Henry Swift,1926, XX2024.1.22.1,
Board of Transportation
Collection, New York Transit
Museum

/20

NEW YORK
TRANSIT
MUSEUM




B Y

e TTU 1O CAR TRAINS WITH THE SHEED.OF AN AIRPLANE
2 e WITH SAFLETY AND QUIET

-

i
i
" Two Yper Lracks for

8 2\ it X PRESS penensttr=

Two Lower Lracks for
LOCAL
P"Illﬂ!"‘!

l5mz GrirrnG
|7Racrion means

#42-Disgrams of tracks, traction and cars that eliminate the excessive
weights and wear, Subway cars weligh about 88,000 lbs., Airway cars,
same capaclty, weigh 20,000 lbs. Thus at present a 10 car subway train
welghs about 880,000 1bs. of dead weight, while a 10 car Airway train
would have but 200,000 1bs. of dead weight. The saving of 600,000
1bs. in operating and maintenance costs is obvious. The lighter new
combination structure of standardized parts above grade should permit
rapid economic construction., The traction means which are effective
irrespective of welight of car, acts with the upper idlers, to prevent
cars from leaving the track and also/as a most effective rall gripping
ad justable brake.

S BLEVATION of Carayims Wheets
> of Sraen

No. 42. 't'his scientific new two rail system, with {racks vertically opposed,
with wheels travelling on the sides of rails, the lower ones to grip the rail and
pull, the upper ones idlers, make it impossible for these lighter, safer cars to get
off the tracks even at speeds upwards of 100 miles per hour; should this new
means operate one-half as economically as competent mechanical engineers predict,
it will effect incalculable savings in construction costs—time—weight—wear and
operation.

[Airways Proposal], Robert Lafferty, 1927, XX.2024.1.8, Board of

—gﬁﬁé’ﬁlf - po e B } e Transportation Collection, New York Transit Museum

The Wuppertaler Schwebebahn, the Kaiserwagen (Emperor's car), the original
train used by Emperor Wilhelm ||
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaiserwagen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilhelm_II

[Amelia Opdyke Jones
- osing with issues of The
- ] Che Subway Sun ) gubwgy Sun, talking to
[ e T cant get Bl Martin Ryan], 1956,

g 1998.23.10, Amelia “Oppy”
Opdyke Jones Coallection,
New York Transit Museum

The Subway Sun, Vol. XV,
No. 9: Bad Manners, 1948,
1998.23.97, Amelia “Oppy”
Opdyke Jones Collection,

New York Transit Museum

lects

[Joralemon Street Tunnel: IRT Lexington —?—
Avenue Line], R2S2A_1325, 1905, Subway NEW YORK
Construction Photograph Collection, New TRANSIT

York Transit Museum MUSEUM
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The New York Transit Museum relies on community support to continue our work. Every gift
supports what has become the largest museum in North America dedicated to mass transit. This
institution is beloved by so many because it creates meaningful educational and cultural experiences
for today’s audiences.

As we honor this 50th Anniversary year, please consider making a gift to celebrate this landmark
occasion. Your support helps ensure the Museum can continue inspiring future generations through
the stories, objects, and innovations that keep New York moving.

Visit nytransitmuseum.org to learn about more upcoming programs, browse our digital collections, and
explore special online exhibits.
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